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It all started so well. An on-time flight from the winter chill of North-
ern Virginia and an arrival in a sunny and much warmer, Palm Beach, 
Florida, followed by a chat with some of the usual suspects on 
Wednesday afternoon and a pleasant dinner in time for an early 
night. But just as we were about to board the elevator to go to our 
room, Bob Weiner rushed up with, “have you heard the news?”. It 
seemed that the organizers had decided to postpone the traditional 
Thursday morning seminars to Friday morning because of an un-
promising weather forecast. 

What to do on Thursday morning then? There were groups gathered 
in corners of the Lobby of the Breakers Hotel with animated discus-
sions in progress and it was just a good time to catch up, really. We 
ventured out for a walk in the pleasant morning temperatures, keep-
ing a wary eye on the building clouds. The decision to postpone the 
seminars proved to be a good one, as later in the morning the heav-
ens opened and we were treated to one of those storms in which 
Florida seems to specialize. By the time the Ferraris set off on their 
tour, however, the skies had cleared and the sunshine returned. 

We set off for a quick visit to Greg Jones’ shop in Stuart, specifically 
to photograph the GTE chassis which he has there but there was 
another treat in store there as you will read on the next page. We 
were able to catch the end of the lively new event at the Royal  Poin-
ciana Plaza to finish off Thursday’s fun. There had been reports of a 
red GTE seen around the Breakers during the day, so this was to be 
the subject of more enquiries next day. 

Friday morning dawned fine and we were all set for the delayed semi-
nars. Timing is everything in life and we were fortunate to stumble 
across a very professional photo shoot taking place in front of the 
Breakers fountain. The cars involved were the 250 GT TdF, 1141 GT 
and the awesome blue and white 250 TR, 0742 TR. It would have 
been a shame not to take advantage of this photo op! 

The seminars also had a new format, this year. Instead of discussing them in abstract in a conference room first, we were immedi-
ately into action outside with the cars. And a wonderful mix of Ferraris they were. Led by Andreas Mohringer’s prize winning 335 
Sport, s/n 0764 , which had been wonderfully restored by Paul Russell’s team and ably supported by the Motion Products restora-
tion of the 412 MI, s/n 0744 and a gorgeous 250 GT Lusso, 4391 GT whose owner, Frank Ziccarelli had supervised and project 
managed every aspect of the restoration. As usual, the discussion was fascinating and we all learned many new things just by listen-
ing and looking, which is what these seminars are all about. 

It being Friday, not Thursday it was time to rush off to the track and 
catch lunch and some action up there. On the way there we fell in 
behind the 1955 250 GT Europa s/n 0427 which was being conduct-
ed in a sporting manner, obviously with the air-conditioning system 
at its maximum setting. That is, all the windows were open! We 
were able to determine this by the dramatic effect on the lady pas-
senger’s long hair which was doing a wild dance in the air stream. 

From a spectator’s point of view the track action was rather tame 
this year. It was no doubt a lot of fun for the drivers but road cars 
on a race circuit are not such good watching. The exception was, of 
course, Jim Fuchs who was conducting his 512 BBLM in his usual 
spirited fashion. Nevertheless there were many interesting Ferraris in 
the paddock and even two GTEs. The red one spotted the previous 
day was, of course, 2171, belonging to Frank Millo. Last year he had 
invited us to his shop while he was working on the overdrive unit so 
it was good to see the car up and running again. (More details on 
page 15). 2919 was also in the paddock. This was the GTE offered for sale at the Motostalagia auction at Amelia Island last year and 
subsequently in the hands of a St Louis dealer. Here it was being offered in a new “Fractional Ownership” scheme where for 10% 
of the valuation of the car one could use it for a month. The scheme was being run by Blue Chip Car, who have recently acquired 
the Motostalgia auction company and I suggest you contact them for more details if interested. Faithful Art Taxman also had 2663 
at the event this year, now on Florida plates, so that was three GTEs at a Cavallino Classic, a big improvement on some previous 
years! 

 

CAVALLINO  CLASSIC  XXVIII 

 

Saturday morning line-up. Lights, fountain & rain 

Europa GT, 0427 safely arrived at the circuit with 
GTEs 2663 and 2919 in the background 

Page 14 
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The weather forecast for Saturday was not looking hopeful so 
we all held our breath that the promised Ferraris would show 
up. We needn’t have worried though, as all but a handful of 
owners braved the elements and put their cars on the lawns. 
This all goes to prove that Ferraris do not dissolve or melt in 
the rain and that unlike certain English games of cricket, rain 
does not stop play at the Cavallino Classic! The usual band of 
photographers gathered in the pre-dawn darkness to capture 
the lights and rain drops and it was fun to watch one of the 
most expensive traffic jams in the world take shape as the cars 
formed up to enter the Concours. 

It did rain, though! Not a classic Florida downpour but a 
steady, persistent warm rain that fell for most of the day. This 
led to some wonderful photo opportunities, though, the early 
Sports Racing Cars, well used to racing in all kinds of weathers, 
looking great under their variously colored umbrellas. The 
Concours judges were finely turned out in their plastic pon-
chos and seemed to take it all in good part and there were 
some wonderful waterfalls as hoods were opened for engine 
compartment inspections. 

The top lawn, once again presented a magnificent display of Maranello’s finest. An unprecedented line-up of the 1950s Sports Rac-
ers, five 250 SWBs, including 1539 GT, the first one built, honoring the 60th anniversary of the launch of this most beautiful of all 
the 250 models, the inevitable GTO, the 500 Mondial featured on the cover of Cavallino # 228, two single louvre 250 GT TdFs 
and one of the very earliest Touring bodied 166 Inters, s/n 015S. The photos are on the centre and back pages. 

To everyone’s credit the cars stayed on the lawns until the appointed time before returning to their temporary homes to be dr ied 
off and pampered once again. John and Alicia Barnes had again brought us a wonderful assemblage of our favorite cars. Next year  
the event will be honoring the 60th anniversary of the launch of the 250 GTE. I don’t think we’ll be on the top lawn but the next 
level down will suit us well, I’m sure. Just make sure you are there with your GTE! See you in January in sunny Florida. 

At last year’s Cavallino Classic, Frank Mollo invited us to 
look at his GTE, 2171. He was working on it in his shop and 
we were able to have a close look at the numbers and de-
tails. Our visit was reported in the Spring 2018 issue. This 
year, Frank had the car up and running and brought it along 
to the Seminars at the Breakers and to the track on Friday 
afternoon. 

This GTE was the first one imported into the US by Chinetti 
and was the 3rd production car built following the 4 proto-
types. As we discovered last year, it has a number of special 
and some unique features. Perhaps the most interesting is that it seems to be the only GTE fitted with Bosch distributors. We 
know that some of the 400 Superamericas of the same period were also fitted with these distributors and at the Cavallino Classic 
was one such example, s/n 2809 SA. One theory is that Ferrari were given a few sets of these distributors by Bosch, as a trial and 

that they were fitted to selected cars but who knows? Interestingly, the 2171 Build Sheet says that 
it was built with Marelli distributors, like the rest but that could just be a clerical error, or were 
they fitted later? Another interesting feature is the fitting of “escutcheons” on the bumper brackets 
of 2171. Has anyone seen another GTE with fittings like these? 

 

 

 CAVALLINO   CLASSIC        (CONT.INUED) 

…… AND WHILE IN FLORIDA 

 

Bosch coils and 

distributors on 

2171 GT (left) 

and 2809 SA 

(right). 

2171 in original Rosso Cina color (Chinese Red) 
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 CAVALLIN O     CLASSIC  XXVIII 

Two “Single Louvre” TdFs 

0903 GT 

1141 GT 

Waterfalls when hoods are opened 

Poncho elegance for judges this year 

A very expensive traffic jam 

Awesome field of 1950s Sports Racing Cars 

The three 355 Sports 

0700, 0764 0674 front to back 

0764 wins  Best of Show 
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THE  SHOW           GOES ON ! 

500 Mondial 0580 MD 

250 TR, 0742 TR - before the rain! 

412 MI, 0744 at the seminar 

250 TR, 0756 TR - Best Competition Car 

166 Inter, 015S 
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SWBs MARCH IN TWO BY TWO 

250s AT CAVALLINO CLASSIC 28 

FIVE SWBs AND A GTO 

1539 GT 
 THE FIRST SWB 

THE  YEAR 

OF  THE 

SWB 

250 GT SWB CUP  WINNER 

2243 GT 

Congratulations to GTE owners Dennis & 
Sue Garrity on winning “Best 6 cylinder 
Ferrari” with their lovely 246GTS Dino 


